
SNAPSHOTS

Yesterday•s Result:HC verdict on Krazzy 4 will
deter plagiarism in Bollywood.

Today•s Poll:Education quota should not be at
the cost of talent.

Vote on indiatimes.com or SMS •Poll• to 58888

indiatimes.com Poll

Yes 70% Can•t say 6%No 24%

WEATHER

Max: 36°C/Min 24.8°C (+5)
Moonset:Monday … 2.19am
Moonrise:Sunday … 12.14pm
Sunset:Sunday … 6.46pm

Sunrise:Monday … 5.50am
Partly cloudy sky with thundry developments.
Max temp will be around 37°Con Sunday. Max
humidity on Saturday was 57% and min 30%.
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Height still a tall order for Indians
Neelam Raaj | TNN

New Delhi: Diminutive Indian males
have little reason to cheer. They have
grown taller by a mere 1 cm over 20
years, according to research by Prince-
ton University economist Angus
Deaton, who compared the height of
those born around 1960 with those
born around 1980. That’s certainly not
enough to abandon that Napolean
Complex as they are still among the
shortest in the world with an average
height of just 164.5cm.

Chinese men, on the other hand,
have been gaining in stature. While
data on adults is not available, a sur-
vey of Chinese six-year-olds has shown
that they are roughly about 6cm taller
than they were 30 years ago.

Indian women are worse off. In a
variation that indicates the unequal

access to healthcare and nutrition, In-
dian women have gained only one
third of a centimetre in the same 20
years. The average height of Indian

women in 2005-06 was 152 centimetres.
So why are Indian men getting

taller at three times the rate of
women? In a country where son pref-
erence has led to skewed sex ratios,
the answer is probably discrimination
because height is determined by ge-
netic potential and by net nutrition.

‘‘We do not see much relative change
when they are under age 5. So there is
something going on after that. Children
have an important growth spurt as
teenagers. As things have improved for
everyone in India, perhaps boys got
more of the extra... perhaps in food,
and in access to health care. This is an
important topic for further research,’’
says Deaton, whose conclusions were
based on data from the 2005-06 Nation-
al Family Health Survey 3.

Saleswoman stabs 
64-yr-old man in mall

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Gurgaon: They just want-
ed to watch a movie but
hadn’t bargained for the
blood spilling that followed.
You don’t expect a sales-
woman to stab you over a
small argument.

The Gurgaon police
have arrested a 30-year-old
saleswoman on the charge
of stabbing a senior citizen
inside a shop in a mall in
DLF-IV late Friday evening.
Police said the 64-year-old
victim, a retired naval offi-
cer, Vinod Sood, had gone
to the shop with two neigh-
bours to sort out a fight be-
tween a friend’s daughter and the sales-
woman but she stabbed him in the stom-
ach, leaving him critically injured, and
also tried to attack another retired officer.

Police said the woman, Soni Saha, was

managing a movie rental
shop — Great Indian Movie
Club — at Super Market
mall in DLF-IV. According
to the FIR lodged by one
Radhe Mahindroo, his
daughter had ordered a
DVD for the Hindi film
‘‘Bhool Bhoolaiya’’. Soni
told her there was no one
to deliver it and it had to be
collected from the shop, and
allegedly banged the phone.

ACP (DLF) Sumit Kuhar
said the customer then land-
ed at the shop with her
brother; there was a heat-
ed argument between her
and Soni. ‘‘She abused the
customer, and taking out

currency notes, asked her to take back the
membership amount. Then she told her to
get out.Soni also slapped her,’’Kuhar added.

3 Punjab cops
sacked for

raping minor
Jat inder Preet  | TNN

Ludhiana: The already tat-
tered image of the Punjab po-
lice hit a new low on Saturday
when four policemen, one of
them an officer, were found to
have gangraped a 15-year-old
girl in a public park, right be-
hind the DCP’s house. Three of
them have been dismissed; the
fourth is yet to be identified.

The girl, who had come
from Lucknow to visit her rel-
atives, had strolled into Rakh
Bagh Park late Friday evening
with a boy. The four cops be-
gan quizzing them and led by
ASI Inderjit Singh, took them
to a secluded place. Police said
that while the others bullied
the boy, the ASI raped the girl,
and the others followed.

Taller men earn more, P 19

CCP meet on Tue may ban steel export
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Cabinet committee
on prices is expected to take some
tough measures at its meeting slat-
ed for Tuesday to check prices of
steel. It is likely to consider a ban on
export of steel, export duty on iron
ore and lowering of excise duties for
the metal and its alloys.

These measures, the government
hopes, will stabilize the price of steel
in the domestic market and signal
the government’s determination to

control inflation. The steel ministry
is understood to favour a 15% duty
on export of iron ore, reduction of
excise duty from 14% to 8% and abo-
lition of import duty and counter-
veiling duty (CVD).

With the rise in steel prices be-
ing a major contributor to inflation,
which touched 7.41% in the week
ended March 29, harder options are
on the table. The apprehensions of
steel companies over measures like
price control are obvious, and even
though the government is disin-

clined to use licence-permit era tac-
tics, these cannot be ruled out.

Commerce minister Kamal Nath
had earlier said that price control
could well be revived. The statement
was read as a warning to industry.
Steel prices have shot up by 60% to
80% in the last one year. In the case
of cement, like steel integral to con-
struction, the government has al-
ready banned its export.

But despite repeated requests from
the government, steel companies re-
cently increased prices by up to Rs

5,000 per tonne. A senior government
official said that this had left the gov-
ernment with no choice but to con-
sider more options. Nath has also said
the government is considering action
against companies seen to be acting
as a cartel to increase prices of the
metal. He indicated the government
would take all possible measures to
bring inflation down.

•Pr ice cont rol harmful•, P 21
200 godowns raided, 33 FIRs, P 2
•No need to panic on pr ices•, P 17

Knife at tack planned, say cops, P 6

2 engineers from
India killed 

in Afghanistan
They Were Working On Road Project

Indrani Bagchi | TNN

New Delhi: Indian road engi-
neers working on Afghanistan’s
most important road project
came under attack from Tal-
iban suicide bombers yet again.
On Saturday morning, at 9am
local time, Indian engineers M
P Singh and C Govindaswamy
were killed when a bomber
emerged from a car and blew
himself up in the midst of the
road crew working in Gurguri
village in the remote south-
western district of Nimroz.

Five other Indian workers
and two Afghan project per-
sonnel were injured. The five
injured Indians are Bishram
Oraon, Vikram Singh, Muham-
mad Nazin Khan, Anil Kumar
Thampee and Mayaram.

This was the second attack
on road building crew this
week, pointing to the deter-
mination of Taliban to evict
Indians helping Afghanistan
with reconstruction.

Foreign minister Pranab
Mukherjee immediately re-
sponded to the attack, saying
that India would not succumb
to the Taliban attack. ‘‘Despite
the Taliban attack, India will
remain firm on its stand and
not succumb to the pressures
of the militia... We will take
necessary measures to safe-
guard security of Indians work-
ing in Afghanistan,’’ Mukher-
jee said.

The MEA said, ‘‘The Gov-
ernment of India strongly
condemns this latest act of ter-

rorism aimed at its aid pro-
gramme in Afghanistan.’’

It said that the injured had
been moved to Zaranj and the
bodies of the two people killed
were being brought back
home. In a statement, MEA
said, ‘‘We offer our deepest
condolences to the families of
the victims of this terror at-
tack. We are contacting the
families of the deceased and
wounded. Compensation and
insurance for the victims will
be disbursed immediately.’’

The government hopes to
bring the bodies of Singh and
Govindaswamy back by late
Monday. As Nimroz does not
have a ‘‘pucca’’ airfield, the
government can only land
army transport aircraft there.

•BRO morale high•, P 11

OBC quota in
pvt institutes
soon: Cong

Bill To Be Tabled •Without Delay•
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress on Sat-
urday shifted into higher gear
on quota, asking the Centre to
speed up the legislation aim-
ing to provide OBC quota in
private institutions.

Party spokesman Veerappa
Moily said, ‘‘Congress supports
similar law for private unaid-
ed institutions.’’ He also disen-
gaged the party from the view
in a section of the UPA gov-

ernment that the OBC quota
would not apply to PG courses
and IIMs. He termed the inter-
pretation as ‘‘misconception’’.

The assertion coincided
with the renewed resolve, re-
ported by TOI on Friday, of the
HRD ministry to move for the
passage of the Bill which had
to be put on the back burner

because of the challenge to the
law that sought to introduce
OBC quota in central educa-
tional institutions.

With the Supreme Court up-
holding the constitutional
amendment, HRD ministry has
dusted up the Bill pertaining
to OBC reservations in private
educational institutions and is
eager to introduce it in Par-
liament without delay.

Moily’s response to a ques-
tion on the extension of quo-
ta to private institutions
brought out Congress’s new-
found mood to go with the pro-
quota momentum in the wake
of SC’s verdict on Thursday.

Congress’s readiness to go
along was further brought out
by the way Moily made an ef-
fort to secure for Congress the
political copyright for the ‘‘pi-
oneering’’ law to introduce
OBC reservations in educa-
tional institutions 15 years af-
ter a Congress government
started the implementation of
Mandal reservations in cen-
tral government jobs.

It was not clear whether the
enthusiasm would extend to
support for the demand from
allies and other ‘‘pro-social jus-
tice formations’’ for measures
to get around the exclusion of
the ‘‘creamy layer’’ from the
ambit of quota.

Creamy layer inclusion, P 16

Gir l accuses four men, P 21

POINT MADE:Indian captain Leander Paes (left) and partner Mahesh Bhupathi do a
chest thump after winning the doubles match against Japan in their Davis Cup tie in
New Delhi on Saturday. The win helped India score a 3-0 win over Japan with the
reverse singles remaining. Both will play the singles on Sunday | P 30

Anindya Chattopadhyay

TIFF APART, IT•S ADVANTAGE LEE-HESH

Nepal Maoists steal 
lead, worry for India?

New Delhi: Maoists on Sat-
urday widened their lead in
Nepal’s constituent assem-
bly elections, defying New
Delhi’s assumptions.

The former rebels bagged
23 of the 36 seats declared on
the second day of counting,
and led in about 70 of the 122
constituencies. The gains
came at the cost of the

Nepali Congress and the
Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist-Leninist.

No matter what the final
results are, the ground has
shifted in Nepal and India
needs to sit up and take no-
tice. Politically, and ideo-
logically too, it opens up
new, not all positive, issues
for India. P 22

MALL BRAWL: Soni has been
arrested by Gurgaon police

Sanjay Chauhan

Neelabh

TALIBAN TARGET
� Taliban kidnaps, kills
BRO driver M R Kutty on
November 19, 2005. 
Demands that all Indians
leave the country

� India sends about 300
ITBP personnel to provide
security  

� Two Indians killed in
Taliban suicide attack on
Indian construction 
workers in Nimroz on 
January 3, 2008

� Two BRO staffers killed
in Taliban suicide strike in
Nimroz on April 12, 2008 

CLEAR LINE: Congress spokes-
man Moily said it was a
•misconception• that quota
would not apply to PG courses

Dalit Christians to be
•reconverted• in TN
Around 1,000 Dalit Christians will be
•reconvertedŽ to Hinduism on 
Monday in Tirunelveli town of Tamil
Nadu, at the behest of the Hindu
Makkal Katchi. The function will be
held by the Hindu Monks• Tamil Nadu
Council. P 15

India gain slim lead against SA: In a
seesaw contest on a crumbling pitch
which made batting difficult, Sourav
Ganguly•s fighting 87 gave India a 
23-run lead over South Africa at close
on the second day of the 3rd and
deciding Test on Saturday. P 29

19-yr-old gets death for murder: A
sessions court in Kochi on Friday
sentenced a 19-year-old to death for
killing an advocate in whose office he
was employed. The victim had been
strangled with a rope and then given
electric shocks. P 9

Car hijacked in Greater Noida: A
group of men hijacked a car belonging
to a supplier of medical goods to
Apollo Hospital on Friday night in
Greater Noida and fled with the
vehicle, throwing the driver out. P 2

Goa liquor flows for Karnataka polls?
Poll officials in Karnataka have been
told to scrutinize supply of liquor,
especially from Goa, following comp-
laints of political parties allegedly
bringing in liquor to entice voters. P 16

Bhojpuri •stamp• on Netherlands:
Recognizing the popularity of Bhojpuri
cinema in the Netherlands, which has
a sizable migrant population from UP
and Bihar, the country has issued a
stamp on actor Manoj Tiwari. P 18

Blast in Iran mosque kills 8: A bomb
exploded in a mosque in southern Iran
on Saturday, killing at least eight
people and wounding more than 60,
Iranian media reported. 

FIRST STOP TO IIT:Most houses in
Kota, a dusty Rajasthan town, are
rented out to students attending
coaching classes that help them
get into IIT coaching classes | P 9

Salman Rushdie the 
enchanter returns to
tell stories about •the
ways in which the 
world is unexpectedly 
connectedŽ | P 10


